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St. Francis Animal Rescue Receives $15,000 Grant from Bailey and Friends to
Expand Spay/Neuter Programs in Arcadia

Venice, FL — November 14, 2025 — St. Francis Animal Rescue of Venice, Inc., a 501(c)(3) nonprofit cat
rescue and adoption center, is proud to announce it has received a $15,000 grant from Bailey and
Friends, a trust component of the Golisano Foundation, to support lifesaving programs for cats in need.
This generous grant will fund Trap-Neuter-Vaccinate-Return (TNVR) for community cats and provide
spay/neuter services for owned cats in Arcadia, Florida—helping to reduce cat overpopulation and
improve the welfare of cats throughout the region.

“We are deeply grateful to Bailey and Friends and the Golisano Foundation for this generous support,”
said Bruce Guilmette, Board President of St. Francis Animal Rescue. “These funds will help us address cat
overpopulation at its source by expanding TNVR for community cats and assisting low-income pet
owners with spay/neuter services. This directly prevents unwanted litters, reduces shelter intakes, and
saves countless cats and kittens from suffering and euthanasia.”

Many residents in rural DeSoto County face economic challenges that make veterinary care difficult to
access. Through this partnership, St. Francis Animal Rescue will work with local veterinary partners to
sterilize hundreds of cats, both community cats and owned cats—creating a humane, sustainable
solution to cat overpopulation.

“Bailey and Friends is proud to partner with St. Francis Animal Rescue of Venice to expand lifesaving
spay/neuter services in Arcadia,” said Kaitlin McNamara, Managing Director of Bailey and Friends. “Their
work exemplifies our shared commitment to creating compassionate, community-based solutions that
improve the well-being of cats and dogs across Southwest Florida.”

Founded in 1992, St. Francis Animal Rescue of Venice is the largest no-kill, free-roaming cat shelter and
adoption center in Venice, Florida. The organization provides a safe haven, medical care, and loving
homes for abandoned, stray, and surrendered cats and kittens. In addition to adoptions, the rescue
operates vital community programs including TNVR, spay/neuter assistance, and a cat food pantry.

About Bailey and Friends

Bailey and Friends is dedicated to supporting animal welfare in Western New York and Southwest
Florida with a focus on dogs and cats. It works with shelters, rescue groups, veterinary clinics, and other
lifesaving programs to promote wellness, ensure safety, and keep pets and families together. It is a trust
component of the Golisano Foundation, one of the largest private foundations in the U.S. dedicated to
making the world a better place for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. The Golisano
Foundation was established in 1985 by Tom Golisano—entrepreneur, philanthropist, civic leader, and
founder of Paychex, Inc.

For more information, please contact sfarvenice@gmail.com



